St. Patrick’s Parish
September 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Re: Sacramental Preparation Parent Information/Registration Meeting
We hope you had a blessed summer! The new school year is here and with it comes the gift of journeying closer to God as you prepare with your child for the sacraments of First Reconciliation (Confession) and First Communion.  
The Parish invites all children who are baptized members of the Roman Catholic Church, and have reached the age of reason, 7 or 8 years of age or older, to receive these sacraments. If a child is baptized in another Christian tradition, he/she must be prepared for and celebrate Reception into Full Communion with the Catholic Church prior to receiving the sacraments.  
If your child has been baptized in one of the Eastern Rites we extend an invitation for him/her to participate in the school/home program only. If you have any questions please contact Silvana Amantea at the parish (905) 294-5955 ext. 226. If your child is unbaptized and the family approaches the parish seeking preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation, the parish will provide the preparation process.
As parents, you have both the privilege and responsibility to prepare your child.  While the Catholic schools provide ongoing religious education and support the preparation of the sacraments, it is you, as parents, who ultimately prepare your child’s heart and mind to receive the gifts of forgiveness and love they express and contain.   
We invite you to spend time in prayer and discussion to determine if this is the appropriate time to prepare your child for these sacraments.  Please note that your child must prepare and celebrate the Sacrament of First Reconciliation before he/she can receive First Communion. 
The Parish is committed to support you and the schools in the spiritual growth of your child and invites you to attend one of the following Parents Only Sacrament Preparation and Registration Meetings at St. Patrick’s Parish. You must attend one of the meetings below if your child is to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion.
FOR PARENTS ONLY AT ST. PATRICK’S PARISH
Friday, September 16 at 7:00 pm  OR
Saturday, September 17 at 9:30 am












(See back)
If you regularly attend a parish other than St. Patrick’s, we strongly encourage you to have your child receive the sacraments at your home parish. 
At this meeting, you will have an opportunity to pray, reflect, prepare and register your child for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion, which will take place in November/December 2011 and April/May 2012, respectively. The Registration Form is attached. Please complete this form and bring it with you to the meeting along with a photocopy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate.
Upon registering, you will receive two key resources:

1. Important Dates Handout

2. The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Making Things Right

These resources will assist you and your child to prepare for the sacrament. 
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
God Bless, 

	___________________
	___________________
	
	

	Fr. Dominic Barber Pastor
	Silvana Amantea
Pastoral Associate 
	
	


Encls. 
 ‘First Reconciliation and First Communion Registration Form’
PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE THE ATTACHED REGISTRATION FORM AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE PARENT MEETING ALONG WITH A PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR CHILD’S BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE.
