
O house of Jacob, come, let us 

walk in the light of the Lord 

(Isaiah 2.5). This phrase is taken 

from the first reading of the first 

Sunday of Advent. It is an 

invitation for all of us and it fits 

well with what the Advent season 

is all about. Like Mary and Joseph 

who journeyed to Bethlehem, like 

the Magi who journeyed from the 

East, the season of Advent 

invites us into a spiritual journey. Like all travel we must decide what route to take. What 

will be our spiritual GPS?  

From meetings with Deacon Mike Walsh, Father Janil, myself, and Jim Dunn our retreat 

leader we would like to map out a route that includes four stops or landmarks: Hope, 

Preparation, Joy and Love. What do these words have to do with Advent? If you journey 

with us, starting with the retreat on Saturday morning of November 26th and continuing 

through each Sunday of Advent, you will find out!  

Advent leads to Christmas. In both these liturgical seasons we contemplate the mystery 

of God’s relationship with us and our relationship with God in the history of the Israelites 

that culminates with the coming of the Christ, the Messiah. The prophet Isaiah gives 

voice to the yearnings of these people as they waited in hope, preparation, joy, and love 

for the fulfillment of God’s promise. May these four dispositions help us on our journey as 

we get in touch with that same yearning for Christ. May that yearning lead us into a 

deeper relationship with Christ who yearns for us to be transformed by grace because 

that is after all the reason for the season.  

Advent is not just a looking backward or a looking forward. It is walking in the light of 

the Lord. Jesus walks with us! He is not a distant future, nor is he a distant past. He is 

Emmanuel – God with us. God is fulfilling his promise now! Our undertaking the journey 

Advent is not just our journey. It is primarily Jesus’ journey, and he is the one to call to 

be his companions on the journey. Advent brings us into greater intimacy with Christ. 

Will we take this special season to open ourselves, to make room for Jesus? We have all 

kinds of fellow pilgrims to help us on the way; Isaiah, John the Baptist, Joseph, and 

Mary. Let us travel with hope, preparation, joy, and love. Don’t forget – Saturday 

morning, November 26th. I give Isaiah the last word in this Advent message. Come, let 

us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may 

teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. 

Advent blessings, 

Fr. Dominic  


