
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I find the last week of June and the first week of July a special time of year. I associate it with the 

blossoming of a particular tree – the northern catalpa (sidebar: catalpa is Cherokee for “tree”). 

When I see the heavily scented blossoms hanging from this tree, I know the school year has 

come to an end and the days of summer are upon us. As I child I have fond memories of pulling 

the blossoms off the tree in our back yard and sucking the sweet nectar from the tubular base of 

the blossom. 

Other than catalpa blossoms, it certainly was sweet to take in the in-person graduations last 

week. After a three-year hiatus it was wonderful to celebrate these milestones with our youth. It 

was sweet too to hear at the school next door excited voices of children saying their goodbyes to 

their teachers and classmates as they began their summer holidays. Again, for the previous two 

seasons at this special time of year our school playgrounds were silent and empty as we dealt 

with successive waves of pandemic virus variants. 

As is the case with much of life there is something of the bitter in these moments of sweetness. 

One of them is the news that Fr. JiHwan is departing our parish at the end of July to take up 

hospital chaplaincy downtown Toronto. Fr. JiHwan came to us three years ago and has 

journeyed through the pandemic with us as a seminarian, a deacon and as a priest. Fr. JiHwan, it 

has been a great blessing to have shared the past three years with you. May God strengthen you 

and bless you in this new chapter of your priestly life. We are very grateful for all the ways you 

have served the parish of St. Patrick’s over the past years. 

Marlon, our intern seminarian, will departing our parish at the end of July too to resume his 

seminary formation in Gozo, Malta. Marlon, it was great to see you rise to the challenge of 

adapting to a new culture and language and immerse yourself in parish life. All the very best in 

your vocational discernment.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our pastoral team for pivoting numerous times 

over the past year in serving the needs of our parish. I thank the faithful dedication of our 

ministry leaders and ministry members for their service of God and neighbour in our parish and 

in the Markham community. I look forward to seeing more of you in-person in September.  

May all of us have an opportunity to relax and rejuvenate in these months. Please remember to 

keep inviting your friends and family to come back to church if they have not yet done so. 

Reflecting recently on the great gift of the Sunday Eucharist, Pope Francis encourages us to 

“allow ourselves to be embraced by the desire that the Lord continues to have to eat His 

Passover with us.”  May we respond wholeheartedly to that desire.  

On behalf of our pastoral team may you all have a blessed, safe, and joy-filled summer.  

In Christ, 

Fr. Dominic  


